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‘^j.AUREL  HILL  is  the  oldest  suburban  cemetery  in  the  United  States,  with  the  exception 
of  Mt..  Auburn,  in  Boston.  Founded  in  1835  by  Nathan  Dunn,  Benjamin  W.  Richards, 
John  J.  Smith,  and  Frederick  Brown,  it  has  long  been  famous  among  the  places  of  interest 
in  Philadelphia  for  the  natural  beauty  of  its  site  and  scenery  (embellished  by  much  skill 
and  labor),  the  magnificence  and  variety  of  its  monuments,  and  the  names  of  the  distin- 
guished dead  who  lie  buried  within  its  walls.  Occupying  one  of  the  most  exquisite  situa- 
tions in  the  neighborhood  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  high  and  wooded  bank  of  the  Schuylkill 
(adjoining  East,  and  opposite  West,  Fairmount  Park),  it  is  easily  reached  on  foot  as  well  as 
by  steamboat,  horse-car,  and  carriage,  and,  although  not  far  within  the  limits  of  the  grow- 
ing city,  is  peculiarly  and  perfectly  protected  from  encroachments  by  its  surroundings, 
having  Ridge  Avenue  on  the  east,  the  river  on  the  west,  and  the  Park  on  the  remaining  sides. 




OKKIOERS. 

Trustees.— Lloyd  P.  Smith,  Frederick  Brown,  Benjamin  W.  Richards,  Howard 
Richards. 

PresidtcnL— Frederick  Brown,  Fifth  and  Chestnut  Streets. 

Seeretari/- Treasurer.— Benjamin  W.  Richards, 


Lots  can  be  obtained  at  the  Company’s  office, 

4®=-  The  “Laurel  Hill’’  has  no  connection  witti’any  other  cemetery. 
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HE  LAUREL  HILL  CEMETERY  was  founded  in  1835, 


only  a few  months  after  the  dedication  of  Mount  Auburn, 
1 Boston,  then  the  only  rural  place  of  the  kind  in 

America.  The  original  purchase  contained  but  about 
twenty  available  acres.  This  has  been  increased  from  time  to 
time  to  nearly  one  hundred.  The  selection  of  the  location  was  a 
happy  one;  and  after  encountering  some  opposition,  which  was 
natural  to  a public  unaccustomed  to  consider  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding for  the  dead,  beyond  the  daily  haunts  of  the  living,  the 
cemetery  soon  became  a success.  Its  soil,  so  admirably  adapted 
for  the  purpose  of  a cemetery,  its  superb  situation,  on  our  most 
picturesque , river,  and,  :)vith  good  roads  to  it  in  every  direction. 
Laurel  Hill  seemed  ^designed  by  nature  for  the  purpose  to  which 
it  has  been  dedicated.  Its  success  once  insured,  its  progress  has 
been  steady  and  satisfactory. 

The  Act  of  Incorporation,  and  the  subsequent  acts  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania,  which  are  inserted  in  this  publication, 
embrace  every  needful  provision  for  the  protection,  permanence, 
and  proper  government  of  the  institution.  All  lots  sold  are  ex- 
empted from  taxation  of  every  kind,  and  also  from  liability  to  be 
sold  on  execution,  or  for  the  payment  of  debts. 

Provision  is  also  made  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
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sylvania  for  the  punishment  of  any  person  who  shall  deface, 
mutilate,  or  otherwise  injure  any  monument,  enclosure,  trees,  or 
shrubbery  in  the  grounds. 

The  rules  respecting  the  planting  or  removal  of  trees,  etc., 
without  the  consent  of  the  Managers,  are  necessary  to  the  per- 
manence of  the  general  appearance  of  the  cemetery.  While 
they  are  designed  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole,  individual 
wishes  will  be  consulted,  as  cases  occur,  on  application,  in  writing, 
to  the  General  Superintendent. 

THE;  HERMANENT  EUND. 

This  fund  is  made  up  of  a certain  portion  of  the  purchase 
money  paid  for  each  lot,  set  aside  by  the  Managers. 

The  sum  now  amounts  to  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  it  is  increasing.  These  funds  are  held  in  trust 
by  the  Girard  Life  Insurance  Annuity  and  Trust  Company  of 
Philadelphia,  one  of  our  most  substantial  institutions,  possessing  a 
permanent  charter.  The  interest  is  expended  in  permanent  im- 
provements and  care  of  the  walks,  drives,  walls,  enclosures,  build- 
ings, trees,  plants,  etc.,  belonging  to  the  cemetery. 

OIvD  MORTAIvIXY. 

The  Managers  in  placing  the  figures  of  Old  Mortality,  his  pony, 
and  Sir  Walter  Scott  in  these  grounds,  had  in  view  the  possibility 
of  embodying  the  idea  that  Laurel  Hill  is  to  be  a permanent 
institution ; as  Old  Mortality  loved  to  repair  defaced  tombstones, 
so  the  originators  of  the  plan  of  the  cemetery  hope  and  believe  it 
will  be  the  study  of  their  successors  to  keep  the  place  in  perpetual 
repair,  and  transmit  it  undefaced  to  a distant  date. 

For  a full  description  of  these  statues  see  the  introductory  chap- 
ter of  Sir  Walter  Scott’s  “ Old  Mortality,”  who  is  looking  up  from 
his  work  conversing  with  Sir  Walter.  The  artist  has  most  success- 
fully embodied  in  stone  the  following  description  of  the  group : 
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“ An  old  man  was  seated  upon  the  monument  of  the  slaughtered 
Presbyterians,  busily  employed  in  deepening  with  his  chisels  the 
letters  of  the  inscription,  which,  announcing  in  scriptural  language 
the  promised  blessings  of  futurity  to  be  the  lot  of  the  slain,  ana- 
thematized the  murderers  with  corresponding  violence.  A blue 
bonnet  of  unusual  dimensions  covered  the  gray  hairs  of  the  pious 
w^orkman.  His  dress  was  a large  old-fashioned  coat  of  the  coarse 
cloth  called  hoddin-gray ^ usually  worn  by  the  elder  peasants,  with 
waistcoat  and  breeches  of  the  same,  and  the  whole  suit,  though 
still  in  decent  repair,  had  obviously  seen  a train  of  long  service. 
Strong  clouted  shoes  studded  with  hob-nails,  and  gramoches  or 
leg  gins  ^ made  of  thick  black  cloth,  completed  his  equipment. 
Beside  him  fed  among  the  graves  a pony,  the  companion  of  his 
journey,  whose  extreme  whiteness,  as  well  as  its  projecting  bones 
and  hollow  eyes,  indicated  its  antiquity.  It  was  harnessed  in  the 
most  simple  manner,  with  a pair  of  branks  or  bridle,  a hair  tether 
or  halter,  and  a sunk^  or  a cushion  of  straw,  instead  of  bridle  and 
saddle.  A canvass  pouch  hung  round  the  neck  of  the  animal,  for 
the  purpose,  probably,  of  containing  the  rider’s  tools,  and  anything 
else  he  might  have  occasion  to  carry  with  him.  Although  I had 
never  seen  the  old  man  before,  yet,  from  the  singularity  of  his 
employment,  and  the  style  of  his  equipage,  I had  no  difficulty  in 
recognizing  a religious  itinerant  whom  I have  often  heard  talked 
of,  and  who  was  known  in  various  parts  of  Scotland  by  the  title  of 
Old  Mortality.” 


HISTORY 


OF  THE 


IjTIUI^ELj  HIEE  OEMBTBI^Y, 


Cs  . , 

HE  mode  of  appropriating  ground  for  interments  originally 
adopted  by  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  conformed  to 
the  custom  of  the  age.  The  town  commenced  on  the  mar- 
gin of  the  Delaware,  and  long  before  it  extended  to  the  dis- 
tance of  a single  square  the  want  of  graveyards  was  felt.  Some 
were  established  around  churches  and  meeting-houses.  That  of 
Christ  Church,  on  Second  Street,  was  soon  found  to  be  inadequate 
for  the  congregation,  and  provision  was  made  by  dedicating  a 
quarter  of  a square  out  of  town  to  this  object.  The  location  (now 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  city)  was  at  the  corner  of  Arch,  or  Mul- 
berry Street  and  Fifth.  This  cemetery  is  occupied  by  great  num- 
bers of  the  dead ; among  them  rest  the  remains  of  Dr.  Franklin 
and  his  wife,  and  many  who  were  eminent  in  their  generation. 

The  streets  above  Second  were  unpaved;  carriages  were  ex- 
tremely rare,  and  to  have  gone  further  than  Fourth  or  Fifth  Streets 
would  have  been  almost  impracticable  in  winter  or  early  spring- 
weather.  We  consequently  find  several  religious  societies  estab- 
lishing their  cemeteries  wfithin  those  points,  without  due  considera- 
tion for  the  natural  increase  of  population,  or  probably  not  antici- 
pating that,  in  the  course  of  years,  the  town  would  extend  from 
the  Delaware  even  beyond  the  Schuylkill.  The  result  so  little 
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anticipated  has  come  upon  us,  and  the  narrow  residences  of  the 
dead  are  too  often  found  in  an  unwelcome  contiguity  to  the 
dwellings  of  the  living. 

As  if  this,  the  first  error,  had  not  even  yet  been  visible  to  the 
citizens,  almost  every  subsequent  attempt  to  fix  upon  sites  for 
burial  has  been  attended  with  the  same  want  of  foresight.  The 
near  borders  of  the  city  have  been  selected,  and  before  the  grave- 
yards have  been  half  filled  the  surrounding  squares  have  been 
built  up  with  substantial  tenements.  They  are  frequently  situated 
in  the  most  crowded  thoroughfares,  and  in  many  instances  they 
have  become  so  filled  with  bodies  as  to  leave  little  or  no  unoccupied 
space  for  new  claimants.  In  some  cases,  where  ground  thus  ap- 
propriated was  around  or  in  the  rear  of  the  church,  the  advance 
of  population  westward  has  induced  the  removal  of  the  building 
to  a distant  point.  The  repositories  for  the  dead,  once  consecrated 
by  the  tears  of  the  bereaved  and  for  a while  preserved  in  decent 
keeping  by  grateful  affection,  are  thus  left  to  neglect  and  forget- 
fulness, and  with  every  prospect  of  being  ultimately  disturbed. 

Mr.  James  Ronaldson  established  a public  cemetery,  in  the  year 
1827,  on  a small  scale,  at  his  own  expense,  situated  at  the  corner 
of  Ninth  and  Shippen  Streets.  This  was  also,  at  the  period  of  its 
foundation,  out  of  town,  but  is  now  in  the  thickly  inhabited  por- 
tions of  Moyamensing,  and  the  ground  has  been  all,  or  nearly  all, 
sold  to  individual  lot-holders.  Mr.  Ronaldson  undoubtedly  pre- 
pared the  public  mind  for  the  innovation  on  established  usages ; 
but  the  proprietors  of  Laurel  Hill  were  the  first  to  encounter  the 
risk  and  expenditure  incident  to  the  establishment  of  a cemetery 
on  a scale  commensurate  with  the  want  of  so  large  a population. 
The  perpetual  recurrence  of  that  sad  sight — the  removal  of  the 
remains  of  honored  citizens — proved  emphatically  the  need  of  a 
great  rural  cemetery,  where  the  bodies  of  the  deceased  once  interred 
can  be  insured  from  disturbance  forever. 

Many  of  our  citizens,  after  visiting  Pere  la  Chaise,  near  Paris, 
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and  Mount  Auburn,  near  Boston,  felt  that  something  was  required 
of  the  same  kind  for  Philadelphia,  whose  small  burial-grounds 
were  entirely  inadequate  to  the  population,  and  the  soil  of  whose 
locality  is  not  well  adapted  to  the  object  in  view.  No  movement, 
however,  was  made  in  the  premises  until  November,  1835,  when  a 
meeting  was  called,  of  a few  gentlemen  who  had  conferred  together 
on  the  subject,  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  of  that  month. 

' The  meeting  resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  present  Cemetery 
Company;  the  first  purchase  of  ground  was  in  February,  1836; 
an  Act  of  Incorporation  from  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
during  the  session  of  1836-37  ; and  the  appointment  of  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  as  managers,  viz. : 

NATHAN  DUNN,*  BENJAMIN  W.  RICHARDS. 
JOHN  JAY  SMITH,  FREDERICK  BROWN. 

The  first  interment  took  place  on  the  19th  of  October,  1836,  less 
than  a year  from  the  inception  of  the  plan.  The  name  of  the 
individual  first  laid  in  this  cemetery  was  Mercy  Carlisle,  a 
Friend,  aged  sixty-seven,  wife  of  Abraham  Carlisle.  She  had 
visited  the  grounds  a few  weeks  previously,  and,  then  in  feeble 
health,  expressed  her  decided  wish  to  be  interred  under  a group  of 
large  pine  trees,  near  the  centre  of  the  original  plot. 

Laurel  Hill  is  between  Ridge  Avenue  and  the  Schuylkill  River, 
north  of  Philadelphia,  from  the  centre  of  which  it  is  distant  nearly 
four  miles.  The  first  purchase  of  ground  was  formerly  the  country- 
seat  of  Joseph  Sims,  Esq.,  who,  fully  appreciating  its  many  and 
remarkable  beauties,  had  left  the  river  front  to  the  care  of  nature ; 
it  was  covered  with  a fine  growth  of  forest  trees,  only  here  and 
there  intersected  by  paths ; the  rocks,  which  are  piled  in  picturesque 
confusions  on  some  portions  near  the  Schuylkill,  were  undisturbed. 

* Since  the  death  of  Mr.  Dunn  his  place  has  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Lloyd 
P.  Smith ; Mr.  Richards  and  Mr.  Brown  have  been  succeeded  as  trustees  by  their  sons 
of  the  same  names. 
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The  upland  was  planted  by  him  with  a few  fine  evergreens,  orna- 
mental shrubs,  etc.,  and  fruit  trees ; the  former  have  been  carefully 
fostered,  while  the  latter  have  given  way  to  a variety  of  indigenous 
and  foreign  trees,  of  the  most  rare  and  beautiful  species. 

The  subsequent  purchases  nearer  the  city  are  considered  to  be 
equally  beautiful  with  the  original  site. 

The  project  was  soon  approved,  and  ample  evidence  was  afforded 
that  the  citizens  felt  the  want  of  a rural  cemetery^  where  family 
affection  could  be  gratified  in  the  assurance  that  the  remains  of 
father  and  child,  husband  and  wife  could  repose  side  by  side  un- 
disturbed by  the  changing  interests  of  man;  where  the  smitten 
heart  might  pour  out  its  grief  over  the  grave  of  the  cherished 
one,  secure  from  the  idle  gaze  of  heartless  passengers,  and  where 
the  mourner  could  rear  a flower,  consecrated  to  memory  and 
hope. 

All  who  viewed  the  premises  thus  consecrated  to  the  repose  of 
the  dead  felt  at  once  that  the  most  suitable  spot  in  the  vicinity  of 
Philadelphia  had  been  selected.  Every  mind  capable  of  appre- 
ciating the  beautiful  in  nature  must  admire  its  gentle  declivities, 
its  expansive  lawns,  its  hill  beetling  over  the  picturesque  stream, 
its  rugged  ascents,  its  flowery  dells,  its  rocky  ravines,  and  its  river- 
washed  borders. 

The  descending  ground  on  the  west  affords  numerous  sites  for 
vaults  and  tombs,  of  which  but  little  advantage  has  yet  been  taken 
by  purchasers. 

A strip  of  land  on  the  Schuylkill  front,  converted  into  a carriage 
drive,  connects  the  East  Park  with  the  Wissahickon.  The  road 
opens  fine  views  of  the  rocky  and  variegated  water  front,  and 
superb  sites  for  vaults  and  tombs  will  be  prepared  on  the  emi- 
nences. The  Park  along  the  Schuylkill  at  Laurel  Hill  will  then 
resemble  the  Appian  Way  leading  out  of  Rome,  where  the  road  is 
lined  with  monuments,  and  the  frequently  recurring  inscription, 
“ Siste  Viator”  (stop  traveler),  invites  to  mediation  while  in  the 
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pursuit  of  pleasure,  and  to  cast  a thought  on  the  brevity  of  this 
life  and  the  eternity  beyond  the  tomb. 

The  advantages  possessed  by  the  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  consist 
in  the  romantic  beauty  of  its  locality,  in  the  peculiar  adaptation 
of  its  dry  soil,  undulating  surfaces  for  the  object  to  which  it  has 
been  devoted,  and  its  accessibility  by  cars,  boat,  and  carriages,  and 
being  bounded  on  three  sides  by  Fairmount  Park,  and  on  the 
fourth  by  Ridge  Avenue,  securing  it  entirely  against  invasion  by 
streets,  all  of  which  are  very  important  features  in  a cemetery,  and 
well  worthy  of  consideration  by  those  desiring  to  purchase  burial 
lots. 

The  Managers,  desirous  of  placing  this  beautiful  cemetery  upon 
a permanent  footing,  declined  from  the  beginning  to  dispose  of 
lots,  except  to  those  who  desired  to  possess  them  as  places  of 
sepulchre  for  families,  in  perpetuity;  the  design  being  to  secure 
purchasers  of  lots  this  important  privilege  for  their  families  and 
descendants ; there  can  consequently  be  no  purchase  of  lots  for 
the  purpose  of  sale ; there  can  be  no  re-sale  of  lots,  either  public 
or  private,  and  no  transfers  from  one  to  another,  without  the 
written  consent  of  the  Managers,  obtained  from  them  for  reasons 
which  they  shall  sanction. 
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ADMITTANCE. 

|ERSONS  on  foot  will  be  admitted  on  all  days  of  the 
week,  except  Sundays,  subject  to  such  regulations  as 
the  Managers  from  time  to  time  prescribe.  The  gates 
will  be  closed  at  sunset,  and  all  persons  are  expected 
to  leave  the  grounds  before  that  time. 


SUNDAYS. 

Admittance  can  only  be  granted  on  this  day  of  the  week  to 
funerals,  and  the  relations  and  friends  accompanying  them ; or  to 
lot-holders  on  foot,  with  their  tickets  (which  are  in  no  case  trans- 
ferable), with  the  members  of  their  families  or  Triends  in  company. 


CARRIAGES,  ETC. 

In  driving  through  the  grounds,  all  persons  must  walk  their 
horses.  Saddle-horses  and  dogs  cannot  be  admitted. 

COACHMEN. 

Coachmen  must  keep  on  the  roads;  and  after  setting  down, 
tnust  drive  into  the  courtyards  provided  for  their  accommodation. 
Horses  left  unattended  in  the  grounds  will  be  driven  outside  by  the 
Superinteyident  or  Assistants. 
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VISITORS  GENERALLY. 

Visitors  are  required  to  keep  on  the  walks,  and  not  to  pluck 
flowers  or  shrubs,  or  to  injure  the  trees.  Children  are  not  ad- 
mitted, unless  accompanied  by  their  parents,  guardians,  or  care- 
takers, who,  in  all  cases,  will  be  held  responsible  for  their  good 
conduct.  No  refreshments^  and  no  party  carrying  refreshments^ 
will  he  permitted  to  come  within  the  grounds  of  Laurel  Hill. 

THE  RECEIVING  TOMB 

is  for  the  use  of  lot-holders  and  those  intending  to  purchase  lots. 
No  coffin  can  remain  deposited  therein  more  than  ten  days,  as  it 
is  only  intended  to  accommodate  lot-owners  who  may  wish  to 
wait  for  a clear  day  in  an  inclement  season  of  the  year,  or  for  such 
as  desire  to  invite  their  friends  from  a distance,  or  those  who  have 
not  had  time  to  purchase  a lot.  Should  its  use  be  required  for  a 
period  longer  than  above  specified,  the  charge  will.,  in  all  cases,  be 
at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  day.  Persons  unknown  to  the  Man- 
agers, or  not  properly  accredited,  desiring  to  make  use  of  the 
Receiving  Tomb  must  deposit  twenty-six  dollars  as  security  for  the 
removal  or  burial  of  the  remains  deposited  therein.  The  above  is 
subject  to  such  changes  in  regard  to  the  length  of  time  for  a body 
to  remain  in  the  vault  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Health 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

ENCLOSURE  OF  LOTS. 

The  Managers  require  that  all  stone,  iron,  bricks,  mortar,  and 
other  materials  employed  for  the  enclosure  of  lots,  vaults,  etc., 
shall  be  introduced  into  these  grounds  either  on  a broad-wheeled 
cart,  or  a truck  wagon,  or  by  hand ; to  be  first  laid  on  the  side  of 
the  road  most  convenient  to  the  lot  or  lots  to  be  enclosed,  and  fronSi 
thence  to  the  place  required,  either  on  wheelbarrows  or  by  hand. 
Boards  must  be  used  to  lay  on  the  ground  to  prevent  injury  to  the 
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grass  or  walks,  and  the  Superintendent  will  give  the  necessary 
directions,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  cases  may  require.  No 
material,  monuments,  coping,  etc.,  allowed  to  remain  on  roads  or 
walks  longer  than  five  hours. 

No  trees  to  he  planted  in  the  lots,  nor  any  growing  thereon  to 
be  removed  therefrom  without  the  consent  of  the  Managers. 
Shrubbery  may  be  planted  there,  but  never  to  be  allowed  to  ex- 
ceed four  feet  six  inches  in  height.  The  graves  dug  therein  must 
be  at  least  six  inches  within  the  entire  line  thereof,  and  of  sufficient 
depth.  The  earth  in  enclosed  lots  cannot  be  elevated  above  the 
level  of  the  surrounding  grounds  without  the  consent  of  the 
Managers.  Iron  railings  are  not  permitted. 

VAULTS. 

In  building  vaults  the  same  rules  must  he  observed  in  convey- 
ing materials  to  the  place  required  as  is  pointed  out  for  the  en- 
closures. Every  attention  must  be  observed  to  prevent,  as  much 
as  possible,  inconvenience  to  the  adjoining  lots  throughout  the 
time  the  vaults  are  building.  All  of  these  details  must  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  Superintendents,  who  will  he  constantly  on 
the  spot.  The  walls  of  vaults  must  he  confined  strictly  within 
the  limits  of  the  lots.  The  walls  supporting  the  arch  must  not  be 
less  than  thirteen  inches  in  thickness.  The  inside  crown  of  the 
arch  shall  be  at  least  four  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
and  not  less  than  thirteen  inches  in  thickness ; and  the  entrance  to 
the  same  shall  he  covered  with  a stone,  or  an  iron  plate,  and  these 
covered  with  earth,  so  that  the  said  stone  (or  an  iron  plate)  and 
earth  shall  be  at  least  three  feet  in  depth,  and  on  a level  with  the  sur- 
rounding ground.  To  prevent  confusion  from  the  introduction  of  a 
variety  of  workmen,  and  to  protect  the  grounds,  the  Managers  have 
made  arrangements  to  have  all  the  excavating,  as  well  as  the  build- 
ing of  foundations  for  enclosures,  and  for  monuments,  etc.,  performed, 
under  the  directions  of  the  Superintendents,  at  moderate  prices. 
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To  those  who  prefer  the  erection  of  vaults  or  catacombs,  the 
Superintendents  at  Laurel  Hill  will,  when  applied  to,  make  such 
suggestions  as  to  the  plan  and  mode  of  building  as  may  be  deemed 
valuable,  and  may  influence  the  builders  to  the  best  mode  of  con- 
struction. Vaults  above  ground  must  include  inside  boxes  of  stone 
slabs  hermetrically  sealed. 

TRANSFERS  AND  DIVISIONS  OF  LOTS. 

The  Managers  inform  persons  who  may  wish  to  obtain  lots  in 
this  cemetery  that  they  will  have  the  ground  they  purchase 
secured  to  them,  and  their  families  and  heirs,  for  burial-place  for- 
ever ; and  for  the  burial  of  such  other  white  persons  as  they  may 
choose  to  admit,  provided  such  admission  is  free  of  charge,  and 
without  any  compensation ; but  owners  cannot  re-sell  or  transfer 
their  lots  without  the  consent  of  the  Managers  first  had  and 
obtained  in  writing. 

All  transfers  must  be  made  on  the  books  of  the  company  and 
on  hack  of  the  deeds.  This  is  necessary  in  order  that  the  company 
can  always  have  an  accurate  record  of  the  lot-owners. 

Transfers  of  burial-lots  by  heirs,  in  the  absence  of  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  same  by  will,  must  be  accompanied  with  a proper  brief 
showing  the  descent  from  the  original  purchaser  and  sufficiently 
verified,  as  in  case  of  other  transfers  of  property,  to  authorize  the 
trustees  of  the  cemetery  to  recognize  and  approve  of  transfers 
made  by  parties  claiming  to  be  next  of  kin  to  the  original 
purchaser. 

A family  desiring  to  make  a partition  of  a burial-lot  among 
themselves,  or  to  sell,  must  do  it  by  an  instrument  of  writing, 
containing  the  usual  recitals  of  descent,  showing  their  right  to 
transfer  or  divide. 

RULES. 

If  any  trees  and  shrubs  in  lots  shall  become  detrimental  by 
their  roots,  branches,  or  otherwise  to  adjacents  lots,  walk,  or  road. 
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or  unsightly,  the  Managers  or  General  Superintendent  shall  have 
the  right  to  enter  the  said  lot  and  remove  the  said  trees  and  shrubs, 
or  such  part  thereof  as  they  shall  determine  to  be  detrimental,  or 
unsightly,  or  inconvenient. 

If  any  monument,  effigy,  or  enclosure,  or  any  structure  what- 
ever, or  any  inscription  be  placed  in  or  upon  any  lot,  which  shall 
be  determined  by  the  Managers  to  be  offensive  or  improper,  or 
injurious  to  the  appearance  of  the  surrounding  grounds,  they  shall 
have  the  right,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  enter  upon  such  lots 
and  remove  the  said  offensive  or  improper  object. 

All  workmen  employed  in  the  construction  of  vaults,  enclosing 
of  lots,  erection  of  monuments,  etc.,  must  be  subject  to  the  control 
and  direction  of  the  Management,  and  any  workman  failing  to 
conform  to  this  regulation  will  not  be  permitted  afterwards  to 
work  in  the  grounds. 

Lot-owners  who  enclose  lots  or  make  other  improvements  upon 
them  will  be  required  to  leave  them  in  order,  and  the  neighboring 
ground  to  be  cleaned  up,  otherwise  they  will  be  put  in  order  at 
the  expense  of  the  owner ; and  the  workmen,  who  have  so  little 
regard  to  the  beauty  of  the  place,  will  not  in  future  be  admitted 
to  work  in  the  grounds. 

Wooden  enclosures  and  lettered  boards  designating  graves  will 
not  be  allowed. 

MONUMENTS. 

The  Managers  have  no  wish  to  interfere  with  individual  taste  in 
the  construction  of  monuments,  etc.,  but  to  protect  the  interest  of 
each  separate  purchaser,  they  reserve  to  themselves  explicitly  the 
right  to  prevent  the  erection  of  large  improvements  which  might 
interfere  with  the  general  effect  or  obstruct  any  principal  view. 

Mausoleums. — Vaults  above  ground  and  structures  of  a similar 
character  are  allowed  only  in  such  portions  of  the  grounds  as  are 
set  apart  for  that  purpose,  or  in  such  a locality  as  may  be  specially 
agreed  upon  by  the  Managers. 
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FOUNDATIONS. 

Foundations  for  monuments,  tombs,  cradles,  and  all  heavy  grave 
marks,  etc.,  must  be  of  sufhcient  depth  to  insure  not  being  under- 
mined. The  depth  being  not  less  than  eight  feet. 

SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Lot-holders  who  may  wish  either  to  enclose  their  lots,  construct 
vaults,  or  to  have  their  boundaries  more  fully  defined  must  first 
apply  to  the  Superintendent  on  the  premises,  who  must  be 
present,  and  whose  direction  they  will  conform  to  on  these  occa- 
sions, as  well  as  in  the  erection  of  other  improvements,  attending 
at  funerals,  etc.,  and  it  is  to  them  that  the  Managers  look  for  the 
enforcement  of  these  rules  by  visitors  generally,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  decorum  in  the  cemetery  on  all  occasions. 

Persons  desiring  to  have  any  work  done  on  their  lots  are 
requested  always  to  send,  by  the  person  employed,  written  permis' 
sion  addressed  to  the  Superintendent  at  the  cemetery. 

PURCHASE  OF  LOTS. 

Persons  wishing  to  purchase  lots  are  referred  to  the  office  of  the 
Treasurer,  524  Walnut  Street,  Koom  No.  4,  first  floor,  or  to  the 
Superintendents  on  the  premises,  who  have  the  plans  of  the 
grounds  and  every  requisite  information.  No  improvement  can 
be  commenced  on  any  lot,  or  interment  made  therein,  prior  to  a 
receipt  obtained  therefor  from  the  Treasurer,  and  a permit  issued 
from  the  office  of  the  Company. 

PERMITS. 

No  interment  can  take  place  without  a permit  from  the  Treas- 
urer, and  no  permits  for  interments  or  removals  will  be  issued  by 
the  Treasurer  without  a written  order  from  the  owner  of  the  lot. 
The  Superintendents  cannot  be  responsible  for  having  the  grave 
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prepared  in  time  for  funerals,  unless  they  have  at  least  twenty-four 
hours  previous  notice  thereof. 

REMOVALS. 

Removals  or  changes  of  bodies  from  one  grave  to  another  in  the 
cemetery  will  be  allowed  only  under  a permit  being  first  obtained 
from  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  for  that 
purpose. 

SUGGESTIONS  FOR  LOT-HOLDERS. 

The  Managers  very  respectfully  suggest  to  the  proprietors  oi 
grounds  in  the  cemetery,  that,  as  time  rolls  on,  and  the  Superin- 
tendent is  changed,  by  death  or  otherwise,  cases  may  occur  of  the 
following  character : Deaths  may  take  place  in  families  which 
have  been  obliged  to  use  the  lot  or  lots  for  interment  on  former 
occasions,  and  it  may  be  desirable  that  either  an  infant  or  a grown 
person  should  be  interred  in  a grave  already  previously  opened, 
and  a message  may  be  sent  to  the  grounds  to  inter  in  such  or  such 
a grave,  or  adjoining  such  relative;  now,  if  no  head  or  foot  stone, 
or  any  designation  whatever  is  apparent  on  the  surface,  it  may  be 
impossible  for  the  Superintendents  to  comply,  with  certainty,  with 
the  wishes  of  the  relatives. 

To  remedy  this  is  in  the  power  of  such  lot-holder : hy  making 
a drawing  of  the  lot  or  lots  on  the  hack  of  the  Deed,  and  being 
careful  to  record  on  it  every  interment,  with  name  and  date,  this 
difficulty  may  be  entirely  avoided,  and  an  interesting  record  in 
each  family  will  be  preserved,  obviating,  in  future,  a possible 
(great)  disappointment. 

VARIETY  IN  MONUMENTS. 

There  is  another  suggestion  which  the  Managers  feel  it  their 
duty  to  make  to  lot-holders ; they  trust  it  will  be  received  as  an 
evidence  that  they  are  anxious  to  unite  in  carrying  out  the  original 
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intention  of  creating  at  Laurel  Hill  a tout  ensemble^  which  shall 
evince  that,  with  superior  facilities,  there  is  growing  up  an  im- 
proved taste  in  monumental  sculpture.  It  has  been  the  frequent 
remark  of  visitors — our  own  citizens  as  well  as  strangers — that  a 
monotony  already  begins  to  be  apparent  in  the  style  and  form  of 
the  improvements ; obelisk  succeeds  obelisk,  etc.,  with  only  slight 
variation,  and  if  this  is  continued,  we  shall  see  in  time  too  dull 
an  uniformity  to  strike  the  mind  with  agreeable  sentiments.  This 
may  be  obviated  by  a little  inquiry  before  ordering  a monument^ 
and  by  not  always  taking  only  the  advice  of  the  artisan,  often 
himself  willing  to  suggest  the  greatest  bulk  for  the  least  money, 
and  thus  allowing  marble  to  usurp  the  place  of  good  taste. 
Drawings,  to  a great  extent  and  variety,  have  been  made,  and 
may  be  seen  at  Philadelphia,  whose  adoption  would  materially 
obviate  this  too  just  criticism,  and  ultimately  redeem  the  character 
of  the  place  in  this  respect.  A correct  idea,  expressed  in  marble, 
may  be  very  beautiful,  so  long  as  it  is  unique ; but  by  too  frequent 
imitation,  and  in  too  close  proximity  with  its  original,  it  may  de- 
stroy the  charm  of  the  first,  and  ultimately  raise  feelings  in  the 
beholder  the  reverse  of  those  desired.  This  hint,  the  Managers 
have  no  doubt,  will  strike  the  friends  of  I^aurel  Hill  as  just ; and 
they  feel  that,  in  expressing  these  views,  they  have  complied  with 
the  wishes  of  many  friends  of  the  cemetery — themselves  good 
judges,  and  anxious  for  the  perpetuation  of  the  beauty  of  the 
place. 

REMARKS  ON  MARBLE  MONUMENTS. 

The  fewer  the  number  of  pieces  composing  the  marble  monu- 
ment the  better  for  its  durability.  Water  entering  fissures  between 
marbles,  and  there  becoming  fi:ozen,  destroys  the  structure.  The 
foundations,  in  all  cases,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  have 
built  of  a suitable  depth  and  solidity.  In  preparing  these  me- 
morials, and  in  the  enclosure  of  lots,  we  should  keep  in  view  the 
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uncertainty  of  life,  as  well  as  that  of  those  we  now  look  to  for  the 
preservation  of  our  iron  and  marble  are  also  mortal ; and  if  they 
are  not  so,  it  is  desirable  to  entail  as  little  trouble  and  expense  as 
possible.  In  the  history  of  a cemetery  like  Laurel  Hill,  half  a 
century,  or  even  a century,  is  not  a long  period  to  look  forward  to. 
Fears  may  be  entertained  that  even  before  the  first-named  period 
has  elapsed,  many  of  the  marbles  and  railings  will  be  so  dilapi- 
dated as  to  compel  the  successors  of  the  present  generation  to 
replace  them  with  more  solid  structures,  or  to  dismiss  them 
altogether. 

Granite  will  undoubtedly  be  less  liable  to  being  defaced  by  time 
than  marble,  though  when  first  erected  its  appearance  to  most  is 
not  so  fresh  and  attractive. 

MANAGERS. 

The  Managers  trust  that  the  above  regulations  will  be  sufficient 
for  the  guidance  of  lot-holders  and  their  friends.  They  request 
that  all  will  observe  such  a line  of  deportment  as  is  consistent 
with  the  solemnity  of  the  place,  and  the  object  to  which  it  is 
devoted. 

FUTURE  CARE. 

Lots  and  monuments  will  not  take  care  of  themselves.  Frost, 
the  weather,  and  the  growth  of  trees,  shrubs,  briers,  and  weeds,  in 
time,  all  tend  to  disfigure  the  grounds  and  to  weaken  and  deface 
tombs,  headstones,  and  enclosures.  The  Managers  believe  that 
many  lot-holders  would  gladly  insure  their  grounds  and  improve- 
ments against  effacing  and  destroying  influences.  To  such  lot- 
holders  they  suggest  the  propriety  of  making  provision  by  will  of 
deed,  for  the  preservation  of  monuments,  enclosures,  and  grounds. 
This  can  be  done  by  depositing  or  bequeathing  in  trust  to  a Trust 
Company  a sum  such  that  the  interest  thereof  applied  from  time 
to  time  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  Money  so  deposited 
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will  constitute  a separate  and  sacred  fund,  and  its  income  will  be 
expressly  devoted  and  applied  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Managers  to  the  special  object  designated  by  the  proprietor. 

Those  lot-holders  who  have  not  yet  obtained  their  deeds,  are 
requested  to  make  application  to  the  Treasurer. 

Persons  having  business  at  the  cemetery  will  ring  one  of  the 
bells  conveniently  situated,  or  inquire  for  the  Superintendents. 

GARDENING,  PLANTING,  AND  CARE  OF  LOTS. 

Lot-holders  can  have  all  kinds  of  gardening  work  done  by  the 
gardener,  who  is  employed  by  the  Company  for  that  purpose.  They 
will  also  be  furnished  with  plants  and  cut  flowers,  from  the  green- 
houses on  the  grounds,  at  reasonable  rates,  and  as  this  is  intended 
for  an  accommodation,  we  will  furnish  any  kind  of  plants  required 
by  lot-holders. 

Designs  of  cut  flowers  will  be  made  on  the  shortest  possible 
notice,  and  to  attend  to  this  promptly,  the  gardener  will  wait  on 
lot-holders  at  any  time  they  may  require  his  service.  The  green- 
house and  nursery  is  in  Central  Laurel  Hill,  where  carriages  can 
drive  to  the  door  of  the  house. 

Arrangements  for  the  yearly  care  of  lots  can  be  made  with  the 
gardener  at  the  cemetery. 

Frederick  Brown,  President, 

Fifth  and  Chestnut  Streets. 

Benj.  W.  Richards,  Secretary- Treasurer. 
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THE  ACT  OF  INCORPORATION  BY  THE  LEGISLATURE 
OF  PENNSYLVANIA  IN  1837. 


AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  THE  LAUREL  HILL  CEMETERY  COM- 
PANY, IN  PENN  TOWNSHIP,  PHILADELPHIA  COUNTY. 

Wheeeas,  The  practice  of  burying  in  populous  cities  is  becoming 
more  objectionable,  and  more  burdensome  and  expensive  to  the 
community,  by  reason  whereof  it  was  thought  expedient  to  make 
some  other  provision  for  the  decent  respect  which  is  due  to  the 
dead,  free  from  the  inconveniences  above  mentioned  : and 

Wheeeas,  Several  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  hereinafter 
named,  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a Cemetery 
at  Laurel  Hill,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Philadelphia,  intending  that 
so  much  of  the  tract  known  by  that  name,  containing  in  the  whole 
about  thirty-two  acres,  as  lies  westwardly  of  the  Ridge  Turnpike 
Road,  shall  be  used  only  for  the  purposes  of  interment,  and  the 
part  lying  eastwardly  of  said  road  to  be  cultivated  as  a garden,  with 
convenient  buildings ; and  have  desired  that  they,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, may  be  incorporated  for  establishing  and  perpetuating  such 
Cemetery,  with  such  powers  as  are  necessary  for  that  object;  and 
Wheeeas,  It  seems  reasonable  and  necessary  to  provide  for  the 
permanence  of  the  establishment,  so  that  those  who  bury  there  may 
be  assured  of  continued  protection  to  the  remains  of  relatives  and 
friends  who  have  been  committed  to  the  earth,  and  of  the  decent 
preservation  of  the  ground ; therefore. 
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Section  1.  Be  it  Enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives OF  THE  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General 
Assembly  Met,  and  it  is  Hereby  Enacted  by  the  Authority 
OF  THE  same: 

That  Nathan  Dunn,  Benjamin  W.  Richards,  John  J.  Smith, 
Frederick  Brown,  William  M.  Meredith,  Edward  Coleman,  George 
N.  Baker,  Henry  Toland,  and  Nicholas  Biddle,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  made,  a body  politic  and  corporate  in  law,  under  the  name, 
style,  and  title  of  the  “ Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  Company,”  and  by 
that  name  shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law  to  have  and  use  a com- 
mon seal,  to  sue  and  be  sued,  to  plead  and  be  impleaded,  and  to 
do  all  such  other  things  as  are  incident  to  a corporation. 

Section  2.  That  the  first  four  persons  named  above  shall  be 
Managers  of  the  said  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  Company,  and  shall 
have  power  (first  having  the  consent  of  the  owners  thereof)  to  lay  out 
and  ornament  the  grounds ; to  remove  or  alter  the  old  buildings, 
and  erect  new  ones ; to  dispose  of  and  arrange  burial  lots ; and  to 
make  such  by-laws,  rules,  and  regulations  relative  to  the  election 
and  duties  of  Managers  and  their  successors,  the  appointment  of 
suitable  officers  and  agents,  and  their  several  duties  and  compensa- 
tions ; and  to  make  such  rules  and  regulations,  from  time  to  time, 
for  the  government  of  lot-holders  and  visitors  to  the  Cemetery,  as 
they  may  deem  necessary.  PROVIDED,  That  the  extent  of  said 
ground,  to  be  appropriated  under  this  Act,  shall  in  no  case  exceed 
sixty  acres.  AND  PROVIDED,  FURTHER,  That  so  much  of  the 
ground  as  lies  westwardly  of  the  Ridge  Turnpike  Road  shall  be 
kept  and  appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  a public  Cemetery  alone. 

Section  3.  That  the  said  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  Company  shall 
be  able  and  capable  in  law,  if  it  shall  seem  to  them  expedient,  to 
purchase  and  hold  the  said  land,  and  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the 
same ; and  also  to  have  and  to  hold  so  much  personal  estate,  and 
no  more,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  this  incorporation, 
or  with  the  consent  of  those  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be, 
proprietors  of  the  ground  not  granted  for  burial  lots,  to  assume  the 
management,  direction,  and  disposal  of  the  same,  according  to  the 
powers  hereinbefore  given.  PROVIDED,  That  the  land  west- 
wardly of  the  Ridge  Turnpike  Road,  as  aforesaid,  shall  never  be 
granted  but  for  burial  lots,  and  that  the  burial  lots  so  granted  shall 
be  subject  to  the  powers  of  this  Act. 

Section  4.  That  the  act  for  the  establishment  of  Laurel  Hill 
College,  in  Penn  Township,  County  of  Philadelphia,  passed  the 
thirteenth  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-five,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Section  5.  That  no  streets  or  roads  shall  hereafter  be  opened 
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through  the  lands  of  the  said  corporation,  occupied  as  a burial 
ground,  except  by  and  with  the  consent  of  this  corporation. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA,  ss. 

I do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a true  copy  of  Bill  No. 
2,  of  the  Senate  file  of  the  session  of  1836-37,  entitled,  “ An  Act 
to  Incorporate  the  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  Company,  in  Penn  Town- 
ship, Philadelphia  County,’’  as  the  same  has  been  passed  into  a 
law  by  both  branches  of  the  Legislatuie,  and  the  approval  and 
signature  of  the  Governor. 

Witness  my  hand, 

J.  Williams,  Jr., 

Clerk  of  the  Senate. 


AN  ACT  RELATING  TO  LAUREL  HILL  CEMETERY, 
PASSED  MARCH,  1847. 

Section  1.  Be  it  Enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives OF  THE  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Gen- 
eral Assembly  Met,  and  it  is  Hereby  Enacted  by  the  Authority 
OF  THE  Same,  That  if  any  person  shall  open  any  tomb  or  grave 
in  the  lands  of  the  Cemetery  of  the  Laurel  Hill  Company  of 
Philadelphia,  and  clandenstinely  remove  or  attempt  to  remove  an}^ 
body  or  remains  therefrom,  such  person  upon  conviction  thereof, 
shall  he  sentenced  to  undergo  an  imprisonment  in  the  prison  of 
the  County  of  Philadelphia  at  hard  labor  for  a term  of  not  less  than 
one  yeaj,  or  more  than  five  years,  and  pay  a fine  not  less  than  five 
hundred  dollars  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions 
for  the  County  of  Philadelphia ; and  any  person  who  shall  wilfully 
destroy,  mutilate,  deface,  injure,  or  remove  any  tomb,  monument, 
grave-stone,  or  other  structure  placed  in  the  Cemetery  aforesaid, 
or  any  fence,  or  railing  or  other  work  for  the  protection  or  orna- 
ment of  said  Cemetery,  or  any  tomb,  monument,  grave-stone,  or 
other  structure  placed  therein  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  wilfully  destroy, 
cut,  break,  or  remove  any  tree,  shrub,  or  plant,  within  the  limits  of 
the  said  Cemetery,  or  shall  shoot  or  discharge  any  gun  or  other 
fire  arms  within  said  limits,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a misde- 
meanor, and  shall  upon  conviction  thereof  before  any  justice  of 
peace  or  alderman  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia  he  punished  by 
a fine  at  the  discretion  of  the  justice  or  alderman  according  to  the 
aggravation  of  the  offence,  if  not  less  than  five,  or  more  than  fifty 
dollars,  or  shall  on  conviction  thereof  in  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  of  said  County,  he  punished  by  a fine  aforesaid,  and  by 
imprisonment  according  to  the  aggravation  of  the  offence  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Court,  for  a term  of  not  less  than  six  months,  or 
more  than  three  years. 
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Section  2.  That  every  lot  in  the  said  Cemetery  of  the  Laurel 
Hill  Cemetery  Company  of  Philadelphia  shall  be  held  by  the  pro- 
prietor, for  the  purpose  of  sepulchre  alone,  transferable  with  the 
consent  of  the  President  and  Managers  thereof,  and  shall  not  be 
subject  to  attachment,  or  execution,  and  the  said  Cemetery  shall 
hereafter  be  for  ever  exempted  from  taxation.  PROVIDED,  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  constructed  to  exempt  the  said 
Cemetery  from  payment  of  the  State  taxes.  AND  PROVIDED 
FURTHER,  That  the  same  exemption  from  attachment  or  execu- 
tion shall  not  extend  to  more  than  four  lots,  held  or  owned  by  any 
one  person  in  the  said  Cemetery. 

James  Cooper, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Charles  Gibbons, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  the  eighth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fort}^-seven. 

Francis  R.  Shunk. 

PENNSYLVANIA,  ss. 

I do  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a true  copy  of  the 
original  Act  of  Assembly  now  on  the  file  in  this  office.  In  testi- 
mony whereof,  I hereto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  said 
office  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

J.  Miller, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


FROM  THE  LAWS  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE 
COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA,  PASSED 
AT  THE  SESSION  OF  1852,  PAGE  710. 

Be  it  Enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
OF  THE  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
Met,  and  it  is  Hereby  Enacted  by  the  Authority  of  the  Same, 
That  the  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  Company,  in  Penn  Township,  in 
the  County  of  Philadelphia,  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  purchase  and  hold,  and  to  appropriate  to  and  for 
Cemetery  purposes  only,  all  or  any  part  of  the  land  and  ground 
situate,  lying  and  being  between  the  west  side  of  the  Ridge  Turnpike 
Road  and  the  River  Schuylkill,  and  between  Alleghany  Avenue 
and  Huntingdon  Street,  in  Penn  Township,  in  the  County  of  Phila- 
delphia. PROVIDED,  That  the  said  land  and  ground  so  to  be 
purchased  with  that  which  the  said  Company  now  own,  hold,  pos- 
sess, and  enjoy,  shall  not  altogether  exceed  one  hundred  acres. 
AND  PROVIDED,  FURTHER,  That  all  laws  exempting  Ceme- 
tery property  from  taxation  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  are 
hereby  repealed. 
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A SUPPLEMENT, 


TO  AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  LAUREL  HILL  CEMETERY  COMPANY, 
IN  PENN  TOWNHIP,  PHILADELPHIA  COUNTY,  APPROVED  FEB- 
RUARY NINTH,  ONE  THOUSAND  EIGHT  HUNDRED  AND  THIRTY- 
SEVEN,  AUTHORIZING  SAID  COMPANY  TO  HOLD  ADDITIONAL 
LANDS. 


Section  1.  Be  it  Enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives OF  THE  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General 
Assembly  Met,  and  it  is  Hereby  Enacted  by  the  Authority  of 
THE  Same,  That  the  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery  Company  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  to  take  and  hold  all  lands 
situate  in- the  Twenty-first  Ward  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  lying 
and  being  between  the  same  southern  line  of  said  Cemetery  and 
northern  line  of  Fairmount  Park,  as  the  same  shall  be  fixed  and 
designated  by  the  Park  Commission,  pursuant  to  the  authority  in 
them  vested,  and  the  west  side  of  fedge  Avenue  Turnpike  Road, 
not  exceeding  in  the  whole  six  acres  of  additional  area.  PRO- 
VIDED, The  same  shall  be  used  and  appropriated  for  burial  or 
cemetery  purposes  only.  AND  PROVIDED,  That  all  powers, 
privileges,  and  restrictions  contained  in  the  Act  to  which  this  is  a 
supplement  shall  extend  to  the  same  and  to  all  lands  of  the  said 
Company,  held  and  used  for  cemetery  purposes. 

John  Clark, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


WiLMER  Worthington, 


Speaker  of  the  Senate. 


Approved  the  twentieth  day  of  March,  Anno  Domini,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine. 


John  W.  Geary. 


ACT  RELATING  TO  PROTECTION  OF  CEMETERIES. 

AN  ACT  FOR  THE  FURTHER  PROTECTION  OF  CEMETERIES  IN  THE 
STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Section  1.  Be  it  Enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives OF  THE  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General 
Assembly  Met,  and  it  is  Hereby  Enacted  by  the  Authority  of 
THE  Same,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Trustees,  Directors,  or 
other  officers  of  all  organized  cemeteries  within  this  State,  to  ap- 
point as  many  day  and  night  watchmen  of  their  grounds  as  they 
may  deem  expedient;  and  such  watchmen  and  also  all  of  their 
superintendents,  gardeners,  and  agents,  stationed  on  said  grounds, 
are  hereby  authorized  to  take  and  subscribe  before  any  Mayor,  or 
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justice  of  the  peace  in  the  township  where  such  cemeteries  may  be 
situated,  an  oath  of  office,  similar  to  the  oath  required  by  law  of 
constables,  and  upon  the  taking  of  such  oath,  such  watchmen,  super- 
intendents, gardeners,  and  agents,  shall  have,  exercise,  and  possess 
all  the  powers  of  police  officers,  within  and  adjacent  to  said  ceme- 
tery grounds,  and  they  and  each  of  them  shall  have  power  to  arrest 
on  view  all  persons  engaged  in  violating  the  laws  of  this  State  in 
reference  to  the  protection,  care,  and  preservation  of  Cemeteries, 
and  of  the  trees,  shrubbery,  structures,  and  adornments  therein, 
and  to  bring  such  persons  so  offending  before  a Mayor  or  justice  of 
the  peace,  within  such  Township,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to 
law. 

W.  Elliott, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

George  H.  Anderson, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  the  ninth  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-three. 

John  F.  Hartranft. 


OFFICE  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH, 
HARRISBURG,  JUNE  17,  A.D.  1873. 
PENNSYLVANIA,  ss. 

I do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  and  annexed  is  a full,  true, 
and  correct  copy  of  the  original  Act  of  General  Assembly  entitled, 
“ An  Act  for  the  Further  Protection  of  Cemeteries  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,”  as  the  same  remains  on  file  in  this  office.  In  testi- 
mony whereof  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  caused  the  seal  of  the 
Secretary’s  office  to  be  affixed  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

John  B.  Sinn, 

Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


•T.  JAMES  PLACE, 
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